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CELESTIAL 


MARRIAGE. 


BY ELDER B. H. ROBERTS. 


As objections are frequently made to 
the religion of the Latter-day Saints 
because of the practice of plural 
marriage by the Saints in Utah, 
under the sanction of their religion, 


we clip this article from the Con- 


tributor, written by Elder B. H. 

Roberts, as it shows God's — — 

of that order of — in former 


and that which approves 
of must be holy.— Ey. 


CELSSTIAL marriage, including a plu- 
rality of wives, was established among 
the Saints by revelation (see Doctrine 
and ‘Covenants, sec. 1321 They did 
not practice 
te 


up their sup iniquity. e reve- 
lation came from the Lord through 
Joseph Smitb, but the Elders were 
loth to obey it, because it came in 
contact with all their prejudices and 
traditions; but having unbounded 
faith in the revelation, and believing 
they would be under great condem- 
nation if they did not comply with its 
requirements, they set aside their pre- 


gamy and then pre- 


judices, disregarded the scoffs of the 
world, and obeyed what they believed 
to be, and what they still believe to 
be, the voice of God, trusting in Him 
to sustain them and deliver them from 
any peril that might threaten them in 
consequence of their obedience to His 


law. 

The faith of the Saints in the reve- 
lation commanding: them to practice 
celestial marriage, was strengthened 
by reading in the Seriptures how the 
Lord blessed and approved the actions 
of those who practiced plural marriage 
in past: ages They read of faithful 
Abraham taking Hagar, the handmaid 
of his wife Sarah, to wife; and when 
trouble arose in the family, and 
departed from her husband’s house- 
hold, an angel of the Lord met her 
and commanded her to return (Gene- 
sis xvi, 9), which, if plural marriage 
were sinful, the angel would not have 
done, but would rather have encou- 
— her in her flight from that which 
was evil. — find the Lord 
reproving am for ar 
to wife; on the — tue 


— —0 — — 
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Lord a d unto him some time 
after the birth or Ishmael, He pro- 
mised him a son by his wife Sarah, 
through whom all the seed of Abra- 
ham was to be blessed. And when 
Abraham prayed for the welfare of 
Ishmael, the Lord promised to bless 
him also, saying, And as for Ishmael, 
I have heard thee; Behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make bim fruit- 
ful, and — — 1 exceed- 
ingly; twelve princes shall he t 
and 1 will make him a great baten 
(Genesis xvii, 20). Subsequently 
when about to destroy Sodom an 
Gomorrah, the Lord again visits Abra- 
ham, renews the promise that Sarah 
yet have a son, calls Abraham 
is friend, and reveals unto him His 
intentions of destroying the cities of 
the plain; and then Abraham success- 
fully pleads for the righteous within 
the cities. In all this there appears 
no displeasure towards Abraham for 
marrying more wives than one. 

The history of Jacob furnishes still 
more striking proofs of God’s approval 
of polygamy. The story of his marry- 
ing the two daughters of Laban is too 
well known to need repeating here. 
But when Rachel realized her barren- 
ness she gave her handmaid, Bilhah, 
to be her husband’s wife, and she 
bore Jacobasopv. “ And el said 
God bath judged me, and hath heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son“ 

Genesis xxx, 6). Then, when Leah 
saw tbat she had left off bearing chil- 
dren, she took Zilpah, her maid, aad 
give her to Jacob to wife; and the 


sacred writer adds: And God heark- | al 


ehed unto Leah, and she conceived 
and bear unto Jacob a fifth son. And 
Leah said: God hath given me my 
hire, because I have given my maiden 
to my husband” (Genesis xxx, 17, 18). 
: “And God remembered 

el, and God hearkened unto her, 

and opened her womb, and she con- 
ceived and bear a son; and said: God 
hath taken away my reproach” (Gene- 
sis XXX, 22, 23). plurality of wives 
were wrong in the sight of God, would 
He bless in so remarkable a manner 
those who practiced it? Would He 
hear the prayers of those polygamous 
wives, and answer them with bles- 
sings—take away the reproach of the 
Lirren Rachel, 


the second wife of 
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Jacob, and make her fruitful, and give 
more children unto Leah as her “hire” 
for giving her husband another wife 
when he already had three? We think 


not. 

If a plurality of wives, I mean, of 

— b am, 

acob and the prophets, is a sin at 
it must be adulte —it can be —— 
as no other. In Galatians v, 19— 21, 
we read: “ Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these: adul- 
— 1 fornication, uncleanness * * 
and such like, of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in times 
— that they which do such ore 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
The adulterer, then, cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; but we find the 
following coming from the lips of 
Jesus Jacob and 
the prophets: “There shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth when ye 
shall see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom 
of God, and you yourselves thrust 
out” (Luke xiii, 28.) 

Again: “And I say unto you, that 
many shall come from the east and 
west, and shall sit down with Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matthew viii, 11). We 
are driven to the conclusion by this 
testimony that polygamy is not adul- 
tery, for were it so considered, then 
Abraham, Jacob and the prophets 
who practiced it would not be allowed 
an in the — bea - 
ven; and 1 ygamy is not tery, 
then it — be classed as a sin at 


David, the King of Israel, and a 
“man whose heart,” we are informed, 
was perfect before the Lord,” had a 
plurality of wives. His first wife was 
the daughter of Saul; but while flee- 
ing as a fugitive before the king of 
Israel, he married Abigail, the widow 
of Nabal, and also Ahinoam, of Jezrell, 
“and they were both of them his 
wives” (1 Samuel xxv, 42, 43) Yet 
notwithstanding David practiced a 
principle which the Christians of to- 
day denounce as evil, we are ht 
by the Scripture that David did that 
which was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, and turned not aside from any- 
thing that He commanded him all the 
days of his life, save only in the mat- 


* 
* 
— 
J. 
. 
— 
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ter of Uriah the Hittite” (1 Kings 


if David did that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord all the days of 
his life, except in the matter of Uriah’s 
wife, he must have done that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord when 
he took Abigail and Ahinoam to be 
his wives; hence a plurality of wives, 
as David practiced it, must be right 
in the sight of God. 

David's t sin in the case of 
Uriah's wife also throws some light 
on the subject in hand. The circum- 
stance is well known — David com- 
mitted adultery with Bathsheba, the 
wife of Uriah, and then had her hus- 
band placed in the front of the battle 
where he was murdered. For this 
accursed crime the Lord sent Nathan, 
the prophet, to reprove David. In 
the course of that reproof Nathan 
said: “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, I anointed thee king over Is- 
rael, and I delivered thee out of the 
hand of Saul; and I gave unto thee 
thy master’s house, and thy master’s 
wives into thy bosom, and gave thee 
the house of Israel and of Judah; and 
if that had been too little, I would 
moreover have given unto thee such 
and such things’ (2 Samuel xii, 7, 8). 
From this we learn that the Lord not 
only gave David the kingdom of Is- 
rael and Judah, but also delivered 
him out of the hands of Saul, and 

ve unto bim his master’s wives into 

is bosom, and intimates that if this 
was not enough he would have given 
unto him more wives. If polygamy 
were sinful, was it not wrong for the 
Lord to give unto David the widows 
of Saul into his bosom, when he al- 
ready had several wives? If for a 
man to have a plurality of wives is 
sinful, then in this instance, at least, 
the Lord was a party to the wrong. 
And the Christians of to-day who, in 
the face of the truth just pointed out, 
still insist on the sinfulness of polyg- 
amy—virtually accuse God of being a 
party to the evil. 

After the death of her husband, 
Bathsheba became the wife of David; 
but the child which was the fruits of 
David’s adulterous connection with 
the woman was smitten by the Lord 
with death; and all David's fasting 
aud praying was of no avail to save 
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it (2 Samuel xii). After Bathsheba 
became the polygamous wife of David, 
however, she bore unto him another 
son—they called his name Solomon 
“and the Lord loved him” (2 Samuel 
xii, 24). When King David waxed 
old, and usurpers were laying their 
plans to secure the throne of Israel to 
themselves, instead of Nathan the 

phet — with a severe reproof 
rom the Lord, we find him uniting 
with Zadock the priest in an effort 
to place this polygamous child Solo- 
mon on the throne of his father David, 
and they were successful, on 
became ing (1 Kings i, ii). 

The Lord appears to sanction his 
appointment also, for no sooner is 

lomon made king than the Lord 
appears to him and promises to grant 
whatever he might desire; and when 
Solomon prayed for wisdom, the Lord 
promised to bestow it upon him in 
rich abundance, together with long 
life, honor and great riches (1 Kings 
iii). Solomon was chosen to 
build a * to the Lord (1 Kings 
v, 5), and when it was dedicated the 
glory of God filled the house in attes- 
tation of Divine acceptance (1 Kings 
viii, 10, 11). The Lord also appeared 
unto Solomon and gave him an assu- 
rance that the temple was accepted 
(1 Kings ix, 1—3). 

What a contrast between the child 
begotten in adultery and the one born 
in polygamy! The one is smitten of 
the Lord with death in its infancy, 
the other is “loved of the Lord,” ex- 
alted to the throne of his father David, 
chosen to build a temple to God, who 
gives most positive and public proofs 
of His —— of it, and re- 
veals himself unto him, warning and 
8 Surely in all this 
the Lor has stamped adultery 
with unmistakable marks of His dis- 
pleasure, while, on the other hand, 
He has set his seal of approval on 
polygamy. 

either is the case of Solomon the 
only instance where God aknowledges 
and blesses the children born in. polyg- 
amy. When Jacob, just previous to 
his death, blessed his chil he be- 
stowed as great blessings upon the 
children of his rr wives as 


upon the children of Leah, , the 
blowing of the sen al 
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is greater than that pronounced upon 
any one of the rest. (See Gensis xlix, 
22—26; also Deuteronomy xxiii, 13— 
18, Moreover, when Reuben, Jacob’s 
oldest son, by trangression lost his 
birthright, instead of the birthright 
falling to Simeon, the next oldest son, 
we are informed that it was given 
unto the sons of Joseph. (1 Chronicles 


2. * * * 

Wo learn from the deseription given 
of the New Jerusalem, that there will 
be twelve gates in the wall surround. 
ing the- city, and on these gates will 
be written the names of the twelve 
sons of Jacob, born of his four wives. 
— — the — of 

68 g that polygamous Abra- 
ham, Jacob and the prophets will be 
in the kingdom of God, and will 
doubtless have their abode in this 
New. Jerusalem, so that it appears 
that if our modern friends, who so 
bitterly oppose the practice of the 
Saints in having a plurality of wives, 
ever go to heaven, gain an admittance 
into the-“ heavenly city,” it will be by 
passing through a gate upon which is 
written the name of a polygamous 
child, — —.— ushered the 
presence of such notorious polygamists 
as Abraham, Jacob and many of the 
old prephets. It appears to the writer 
that modern Christians must either 
learn to tolerate polygamy, or give up 
for ever the glorious hope of resting 
in Abraham’s bosom—a hope which 
has ever given a silvery lining to the 
clouds which hang about the death- 
bed of the dying Christian. But the 
indignant unbeliever in the rightful- 
ness of a plurality of wives, rather 
than associate with polygamists, may 
prefer to pluck off his crown, lay aside 
the golden harp of — strings, give 
up the pleasure of walking the gold- 
paved streets of the city whose builder 
and maker is God,“ and take up their 
abode outside where the whoremonger 
the liar and hypocrite dwell, an 
where there is — oy and gnashing 
of teeth. Surely he must either do 
this or make up his mind to honor 
those who-believe in and practice 
plurality of wives — more properly 
celestial marriage. 

Rigut bere it might be as well to 
mentiob the fact that, according to 
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and Luke, so far as the earthly parent- 
age of Jesus is concerned, He came of 
a polygamous lineage, some of His 
rogenitors being — chil- 
that form of marriage. urely some 
other line of descent would have been 
chosen for the Son of God if polyg- 
* were sinful. 
u the laws given to ancient Israel 
—and God was their law-giver—we 
find several, which more than fore- 
shadow the mission to practice 
lurality of wives. Here is one in 
xodus xxi, 7—12, which regulates 
the practice by forbidding the hus- 
band to diminish the food of the first 
wife, her raiment, or her duty of mar- 
riage when he takes him another 
wife: “If he take him another wife, 
her food (i. e., of the first wife), her 
raiment, and her duty of marriage, 
shall he not diminish.” 

Again, we find a law lating in- 
heritances in families: If a man have 
two wives, one beloved and another 
hated, and thay have borne bim chil- 
dren, both the beloved and the hated; 
and if thy first-born son be hers that 
was hated: then it shall be, when he 
maketh his sons to inherit that which 
he hath, that he may not make the 
son of the beloved first-born before 
the son of the hated, which is indeed 
the first-born: but he shall acknow- 
ledge the son of the hated for the 
first-born 4 giving him a double 
portion of all that he hath; for he is 
the beginning of his strength: the 
right of the first-born is his” (Deut. 
xxi, 15—17. 

It may be claimed that this law re- 
lates to cases of a man having two 
wives in succession, and that is true; 
but it also relates to the case of a man 
having two wives simultaneously; and 
this idea is more forcible when we 
remember that Israel was a polyg- 
amous nation; and this is where the 
force comes in as an ment con- 
cerning plural marriage: both women 
are regarded as wives—their rights 
and the rights of their children are 
considered equal; and if the second 
wife, even though she be hated, should 
bear the first son, that son must not 
be defrauded of his birthright, he 
must inherit a double portion of his 


the..gemealogies given by Matthew father’s possessions, This construction 
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is not strained, it is natural, and 

roves that God intended to provide 
or the rights of the polygamous wife, 
as well as to protect the first wife in 
hers. This careful legislation gives 
us another instance of 's approval 
of polygamy. 

e quote another law: If breth- 
ren dwell together, and one of them 
die, and have no child, the wife of the 
dead shall not marry without unto a 
stranger: her husband’s brother shall 
go in unto her, and take her unto him 
to wife, and perform the duty of an 
husband’s brother unto her, and it 
shall be, that the first-born which she 
beareth shall succeed in the name of 
the brother, which is dead, that his 
name be not put out of Israel“ (Deut. 
xxv, 5, 6). How eminently unjust 
this law would be if God regarded 
polygamy as sinful, and prohibited its 
practice! Under such circumstances 
a young man would be liable to have 
foreed upon him his brother’s wife, 
and would be debarred from making 
any choice of a wife for himself. But 
there is no provision in the law which 
exempted a man who already had a 
wife from taking his deceased brother's 
wife—it is as binding on those already 
married as upon the single, and would 
oceasionally enforce the practice of 
polygamy. Those who refused to com- 
ply with the requirements of this law 
were disgraced before all Israel by 
the wife of the deceased brother, be- 
of his shoes, and spitting in his face, 
and forever after his name shall be 
called in Israel, The house of him that 
hath his shoe loosed” (Deut. xxv, 9, 
10 

it possible that God was such an 
imperfect legislator that He enacted 
laws for His people which, if obeyed, 
would enforce upon them the practice 
of that which was sinful, that which 
would destroy the purity of the family, 
and undermine the prosperity of the 
state? Yet such must be our conclu- 
sions if we adopt the opinions of the 
modern religionist, moralist, and 


statesman who persist in saying that 
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influences of religion, will result in 
these calamities to society. Need we 
comment on this presumption in poor, 
weak, short-sighted man, or exclaim 
how consummate is that egotism that 
will call in question the wisdom of 
the great Jehovah’s laws? 

The ne is a summary of rea- 
sons we have for believing that God 
approves of a plurality of wives as 


practiced by the ancient patriarchs, 

and many of the leaders prophets 

of Israel: 1 
First.— When a pol ous wife 


deserted the family of which she was 
a member, the Lord sent an — to 
bid her return to that family, and pro- 
mised to make her seed a great nation. 

Second.— The Lord heard and an- 
swered the — on of polygamous 
—— blessing their connection with 
their husband by granting them chil- 
dren; and, in the case of Rachel, the 
second wife of Jacob performing what 


men call a miracle” — making the 
barren fruitful—in attestation His 
approval of her polygamous marriage 
with Jacob, 


Third —The men who practiced 
plural marriage by no means forfeited 
the peculiar blessings promised to 
them before they were polygamists; 
on the contrary, the promises were 
renewed to them, and ter bles- 
sings added—God continuing their 
friend, and revealing Himself and His 
purposes to them. 

Fourth.—God Himself gave unto 
David a plurality of wives, thus be- 
coming a party to the evil, if polyg- 
be sinful. 

ifth.—God owned and blessed the 
issue of polygamous marriages—ma- 
king a marked contrast between them 
and illegitimate children. 

Sixth.—So far as the earthly parent- 
age of Jesus is concerned, He came of 
a polygamous lineage, which certainly 
would not have occ had polyg- 
amy been unlawful and the issue 
spurious. 

Seventh.—The Lord gave unto an- 
cient Israel a number of laws under 


* which polygamy was not only 


it- 
a plurality of wives, even though prac- | ted, but in some instances — obli · 


ticed under divine direction, and 
hedged about with all the restrainiag 


gatory. 


— 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A generous heart is a source of revenue, but a penurious soul is always bankrupt, 
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UTAH AND THE 
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CITY OF THE SAINTS. 


— 


SYNOPSIS OF A LECTURE BY MR. E SMEDLEY. 


O the night of February 28th, Mr. 
A. Smedley delivered a lecture on the 
above W in the Public Hall, 
Belper. Mr. W. P. Adshead presided, 
and introduced the lecturer and bis 
subject in a very 2 and elo- 
quent speech. — The lecturer com- 
menced by referring to the territory 
of Utah, the Aboriginees, their man- 
ners and customs. After a graphic 
description of their journey to Salt 
Lake City, the lecturer said he and 
his brothers arrived their on the Sun- 
day about 2 p.m., in time for the ser- 
vice in the great tabernacle. Towards 
this building everybody appeared to 
be wending. They found the body of 
the building nearly full. The shape 
of this temple was almost like a huge 
tortoise, and it is capable of — 
14,000 persons. There is a gallery al 
round 9 or 10 seats deep. and it is 
supported on 100 marbſe columns. 
At one end is a fine organs, the front 
towers of which are 58 feet high. It 
was built by Mormon mechanics, and 
for the most part of local materials. 
There is an efficient choir, who do all 
the singing. There are three pulpits, 
in each of which about 20 speak- 
ers sit at once. The highest 
of these belongs to the president and 
his councillors, the second to the 
twelve apostles, and the lowest to the 
bishops. The acoustics of the build- 
ing are wonderful; a pin can be heard 
to drop at the extreme point of the 
building. Every Sunday the Sacra- 
ment is administered in bread and 
water—never wine. On the day on 
which the lecturer was present two of 
the officers of the church preached, 
and most excellent sermons they were. 
Salt Lake City had a population of 
30,000, and was built by Brigham 
Young. At the outset he caused the 
site to be.carefully surveyed, and the 
town accurately laid out. The streets 
are 130 feet wide, placed true to the 
points of the compass, and crossing 
each other at right angles. There are 
now 100 miles of streets. The build- 
Ings are laid out in squares, called 
blocks, and nine of these constitute a 


ward. The city has 24 of these wards, 
each ided over by a bishop of the 
daveb. When the streets and wards 
had been determined, each pioneer 
had an acre and a quarter given to 
him as a town lot, and as much out- 
side-land as he could occupy; and this 
accounts for the ample space and 
farmlike appearance of the grounds 
around most of the houses. The 
houses built by the first settlers were 
mainly log cabins, and some of these 
relics are still to be found hidden awa 

in blossoming orchards). The resid- 
ences more recently built have a 
very different appearance, having all 
the — of modern cities, 
some of them being very imposing, 
but, little or big, old or new, it is rare 
to find a house not ensconsed in trees 
and shrubs and climbing plants, while 
the rich green, well kept lawns, every- 
where in town, form a pleasing con- 
trast to the bleak hills towering to- 
wards the sky just outside the city. 
In Utah, there are all sections of the 
Christian Church, and all protected 
by Mormon laws in the unrestrained 
exercise of their faith and worship. 
All men and creeds are protected in 
their rights and liberties, and their 
church properties are not taxed. 
Brigham Young gave a thousand dol- 
lars towards the erection of non-Mor- 
mon churches in the Salt Lake City, 
and before his death he offered a vee 
of ground to the Jews for the building 
of a synagogue. Ninety-five per cent. 
of the Mormons live in their own 
houses and on their own lands bought 
from the United States Government, 
yet when they reached that land 40 
years ago they were generally very 
poor. Their church is composed of 
people from all over the world, includ- 
ing some negroes, and a — many 
American Indians. They have built 
200 towns and cities, in all of which 
they have their temple, tabernacle, or 
churches. A few years ago, Salt Lake 
City had but one policeman to every 
4,000 inhabitants; New York had one 
to every 434; Boston, the hub of the 
universe, and peopled by the Pilgrim 
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Fathers, one to 586; New Orleans, 
one to 446; Philadelphia, one to 700. 
Their death-rate is 14-15 per 1,000; 
Philadelphia, 22-11; New York, 20-1. 
Their differences ure adjusted without 
expense to the litigants by referring 
them to disinterested parties. Their 
— — tabernacles, school-houses 
dwellings, farms, flocks, herds, factor- 
ies, stores, banks, city and town sites, 
canals, railways, telegraphs, etc., are 
always dedicated to God, and His 
blessing invoked upon them. Dema- 
gogues, jockeys, land sharks, black- 
— tramps, loafers, sharpers, thieves, 
harlots, blasphemers, drunkards, beg- 
gars, and the like, are not found in 
exclusively Mormon communities. 
They have no almshouses or orphan- 
ages, because they have no beggars, 
nor abandoned children; no poor- 
houses because they have no paupers 
in their community. They have a 
fast-day once a month, and put into 
one common fund all that is saved on 
that day, and it is distributed amongst 
the poorer members of the church. 
The mountains of Utah are rich in 
gold and silver, as well as other metals 
and minerals; and very good coal is 
found in measures 11 feet thick. 
There is a huge Co-operative Store in 
Salt Lake City. The building is one 
of the finest in the city. It is 100 
feet long, by 320 feet front and back, 
and four stories high. It has a white 
polished nite front. At this store 
they sell all kinds of articles required 
either for trade or domestic purposes. 
In other quarters of the city they 
have their drug stores, shoe factories, 
tanneries, etc., the turn over being 
over one million pounds a year. They 
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have excellent schools in which, in 
addition to the usual branches, the 
articles of the Mormon faith are 
taught. Of the 30,000 inhabitants of 


Salt Lake City 22000 are Mor- 
mons. In the lecturer's view, poly- 
gamy is the one blot on the escutcheon 


of the Mormons. This, they say, has 
a spiritual side too, if not understood 
by the “Gentiles,” and this blot the 
lecturer thought was.in a fair way for 
being wiped out, as the United States 
Government are vigorously enforcing 
the law against it. The lecturer con- 
cluded by commending the industry, 
— 4 = —— — 
people, who in 40 years plo 

and tilled the once barren and thirsty 
desert, conducted the mountain 
streams from the melting snow all 
over their farms, orcha and gar- 
dens, who had sown their corn broad- 
cast over the plain, planted their 
orchards and gardens with choice fruit 
trees and flowers, who have turned 
what was once a sterile desert into the 
“Eden of the west,” where peace, 
plenty, contentment, and happiness 
now reigns; and all this in the face of 
the most gigantic difficulties. The 
lecturer spoke in no uncertain words 
as to polygamy. He condemned it in 
toto, but the industry, frugality, in- 
domitable perseverance he commend- 
ed to all —At the close of the lecture, 
Mr. W. Butt proposed, and Mr. Bun- 
TON, on behalf of the Baptist Society, 
for whose benefit the lecture was de- 
livered, seconded, a vote of thanks to 
the lecturer ard also to the chairman, 
and the vote was carried unanimously, 
—Belper and Alfreton Chronicle. 


The quarrelsome man not only poisons the happiness of his family and friends, but also 


his own. 


He generates antagonism, ill-feeling, and dislike wherever he vents his spleen, 


and these react on him to his misery. When to this is added the internal irritation of his 
own feelings, it is very certain that he is himself the greatest sufferer from his own pug- 


nacity. 


Honkr aND DesPaTcoH.—Among the many cases of poor and inefficient work is the 


habit of hurry, which takes possession of some busy people. 


Having, or imagining they 


have, more to do in a given time than can be done properly, they grow confused, agitated, 
and nervous; and, under this pressure, they proceed with the work in hand without 
requisite deliberation and care, perhaps omitting parts of it, sometimes important parts, 
and producing at last an imperfect and inferior performance which can be neither per- 
manent nor satisfactory. There is hardly any employment, from the simplest manual 
work to the most complex and difficult mental labor, that does not suffer from this 


Cause, 
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NOTICE AND INSTRUCTION TO EMIGRANTS. 
—_o—— 
Tae Fimst Company of this year’s emigration will leave Liverpool on 
Saturday, April 16, 1887, per S. S. Nevada, of the Guion Line. ‘It is 
urgently requested that the names and ages of all intending to go with 
that oompany be forwarded to this Office without delay. 
AES rok MEMBERS or THE CHURCH From LIVERPOOL TO 


A Ogden 413 3 0 
a 11 ‘ 
Mert) 
0 Brigham City 13 :; 
Logan... 13 10 O 
Ogden. )Smitbfield 13 11 0 
Balt Lake City 33 0 
6 
1 
13 5 0 
or. 
an e Rock ... pes 
Milford is 14 3 0 


Children between 5 and 12 years, half the above rates; between 1 and 5 
«years, 41 17.6; under 1 ‘year, 108. 

iAdult fare to New York, £3 15.0; children between 1 and 112 years, 

£1 17 6; under 1 year, 108. 5 
Emigrants must also provide themselves with about TWENTY SHILLINGS 
each adult for expenses from New York to Ogden. 

Any person desiring to secure INTERMEDIATE or first CABIN passages 
should make special application, as soon as practicable. 

All emigrants,ahquld be in Liverpool (and the head of each family call at 
the Office, 42, Isliagton,.to procure the necessary tickets,) as early aa possible 
on Friday, the day previous to the sailing of the vessel. 

PREPARATION AND MANAGEMENT OF LUGGAGE. 
All boxes should be well corded. Sacks are good for some kinds of luggage. 
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All luggage should be plainly marked with the owner's name, and the name of 
the place of destination. Much inconvenience has been caused by persons 
putting Ogden upon their baggage when they were destined for Logan, Salt 
Lake City, or some other place. Inaddition to the name of the town, UTAH, 
U.S.A, should be also marked upon each piece. Marking should be done 
with paint or with lamp-black and oil upon the box or sack. When this is 
not practicable, pieces of leather may be, used, securely fastened on with tacks 
or strong twine ; paper is useless. Boxes.should not be covered with canvas, 
unless arranged to open as readily as if uncovered. When beggage is examined 
at New York, by the customs officers, covers are liable to be nipped and taken 
off, and there is no time to replace them. In some instances the addresses 
have gone with the covers, leaving the trunks open to the danger of being lost. 
Luggage wanted on the voyage should have the word Wanted“ marked 
upon it. As a rule, luggage is safer and better in the hold. 

Emigrants, on their way to Liverpool, or these. in charge of companies, 
should see that their luggage accompanies them. Where changes occur on 
the railroads, care should be taken to see that the inggage is transferred fram 
one train ta the other. This matter should not be left either; to chance or 
the railroad porters; some one of the party should, with, his own eyes, See 
that each article is duly transferred. It will save much labor and, trouble to 
these who assist the emigrants on their arrival here, if the latter will, so far, as 
practicable, book to Lame Street Hratien. Those who wish to; be met at 
the-atetion, should duly inform us of the time of their expectad.arrival: in 
Liverpool and the name of the station dere. On arrival, emigrants should 
remain with. their luggage. In case there, is no one fram this Office to receive 
them, some one in the company should at once notify us of their arrival. We 
repeat, the others should remain with their luggage. 

‘AMOUNT QF LUGGAGE ALLOWED. 

‘We, desire it to be specially noted that adults are each allowed. 150..pounds 
or 10 stones and 10 pounds, of luggage free; and those between 5 and 12 are 
allowed 75 pounds, or 5 stones and 5 pounds, free. No free luggage is 
allowed to those under 5. All extra luggage will be charged 8 conta, or 4 
— per pound, from New York to Ogden. No one will be permitted. 0 

take any luggage over these amounts, unless they have money to pay for its 
transportation from New Vork; as it Nor be paid for by this Office nor 
by Elder James H. Hart, New Vork. 
OUTFIT. 

‘The outfit needed, for each person, for the voyage, is a bed and bedding, 
(which they are advised to bring with them so far as they have them), tin 
plate, tin basin, knife, fork, spoon, water - bottle and some sap. All of these 
2 others needed can be obtained,.at the cheapest rates, throngh 

Emigrants coming from a distance, should provide themselves with some 
food for, use in Liverpool. A light box or basket, for provisions, to serve from 
New York to Ogden, will be found useful. A shallow box or basket, to,stow 
under the seat, is better thanadeep one. Estimated time, with stoppages, 
between those two points, six days. The foregoing austructians apply 
equally to every company of thefaeason. 
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Tun foregoing instructions are expected to govern the conduct of all who 
intend emigrating this season. Being derived from long experience, and 
calculated to administer to the comfort, safety, convenience and general 
welfare of emigrants, we urgently request that they be adhered to in every 


Iw this issue of the Star will be found the synopsis of a lecture delivered by 

Mr. A. Smedley in Belper. It appears that Mr. Smedley has visited Utah, 
and was favorably impressed with the thrift, sobriety, earnestness and happi- 
ness of the “Mormons,” and speaks in high praise of the courage and in- 
dustry of that people, and what they have accomplished in changing the 
wilderness and the desert into a fruitful field. But Mr. Smedley is repre- 
sented as regarding polygamy as the one foul blot on the Mormon” escutch- 
eon. And when one considers the prejudices engendered in the minds of 
men against timt feature of the religion of the Latter-day Saints by the mis- 
representations of our enemies—remembering, too, that it is a system of mar- 
riage at variance with the accepted idea of modern times, Mr. Smedley’s 
position excites no wonder. Nor can it be expected that a visitor spending a 
few days in Salt Lake City or Utah can in that time become thoroughly 
familiar with the religion and social customs of a people. Many honorable 
and fair minded men, among whom we class Mr. Smedley, take the same 
view of the marriage system of the Saints in Utah that he has expressed in 
his lecture—that it is a blot upon the escucheon of Mormonism”—because 
they have been led to believe that the plural wife system of the Utah Saints 
was a scheme devised for the gratification of lustful desires, than which 
nothing could be more remote from the truth. 

Let it be remembered that the Saints accepted their marriage system as a 
revelation from God; let it also be understood that the people when adopting 
that revealed form of marriage, knew that it was contrary to the accepted 
idea of the so-called Christian nations of modern times, and that it would 
arouse a bitter hatred against them. They were also aware of the fact that 
it meant for them increased cares, responsibilities and anxieties. For if 
rearing one family involves anxiety of head and heart, then rearing two in- 
creases that anxiety, and if three are reared the cares are still more increased, 
and so on ad infinitum. It is unnecessary to tell Mr. Smedley, or any other 
man acquainted with the world, that if the gratification of lustful passion 
was the object to be secured by the “ Mormons,” there was no need of adopt- 
ing a system of marriage that involved all this increased care and responsi- 
bility, and which would antagonize the ideas and customs of the nations with 
whom they have most todo. Almost daily in Utah men are brought before 
- United States judges, and because they refuse to renounce their wives and 
their religion, they are cast into prisons and compelled to pay heavy fines, 
while others are exiled from their homes and friends in order to escape their 

elentless persecutors. There is no need of all this suffering if the only object 
in their plural marriage is to gratify the baser passions of man. Those 
passions could be indulged to the top of their bent, and all the suffering and 
increased cares above spoken of avoided. 

As Mr. Smedley remarks, this “ question has its spiritual side,” and that is, 
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God has commanded it that He might raise up to Himself a better and a 


more righteous people. 


That God anciently approved of the plural wife system of marriage is 
clearly demonstrated in the first article of this issue, to which we call the 
attention of our readers—and that which He approves must be holy—who can 

| R. 


deny it? 


ARRIVALS AND APPOINTMENTS.—On Wednesday, March 9th, Elders Eph- 
raim H. Williams and Alfred Spencer arrived in Liverpool per S. S. Alaska, 


in good health and excellent spirite. 


Elder E. H. Williams is appointed to labor in the Nottingham Conference, 
and Elder A. Spencer in the Birmingham Conference. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elders Jos. D. Smith, President of the 
Irish Mission, and D. P. Callister, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Con- 
ference, are released to return home with the April 16th company. 

Elder James P. Low, of the Glasgow Conference, is appointed to the Presi- 


dency of the Irish Mission. 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— March 6, 1887. 
President George Teasdale: 

Dear Brother, —I have sent you the 
Belper and Alfreton CAronicle, which 
contains a synopsis of a lecture deli - 
vered at Belper by Mr. A. Smedley, 
on Utah and the “Mormons.” You 
will see that he gives a very fair ac- 
count of the Saints and t Lake 
City. This gentleman, with some of 
his brothers, visited Utah, and was 
favorably impressed with her people. 


Mr. Smedley and his brothers own a. 


large foundry in the town of pes gt 
employing about 500 hands, and is 
reputed as being very rich in this 
world’s goods. Some of our Elders 
called on him before he delivered his 
lecture. He received them very kind- 
ly, and made * inquiries concern- 
ing our people. He said he was fully 
convinced that we were a much abused 
and misrepresented people, and in- 
tended to take up our cause by telling 
the truth, and by giving several pub- 
lie lectures in the county of Derby, 
and for this pur he requested us 


to send him all the information we 
could. Elders Hales and Bradford 
sent him Ready References, and he 
has a great desire to read the Book of 


Mormon, so we directed him to send 
to “ 42” for one. 

We are pleased to tell gon, Baines 
Teasdale, that as it is with this man, 
so it is all over this Conference. It 
appears that there is an entire change 
in the minds of the people towards 
the Latter-day Suints and the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, fur wherever we go, 
instead of meeting with opposition, as 
it was sume time ago, we meet with a 
warm reception both from the Saints 
and the world. We find that there is 
nothing that interests the people so 
well as an explanation of the first 
principles, and the judgments of God 
that will ere — overtake the wicked 
and ungodly, and those that obey not 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We can assure you the Spirit of the 
Lord rests mightily upon us in all our 
adininistratiuns among the people, 
especially in bearing testimony to the 
divine mission of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, and the restoration of the Gos- 
pel in this our day. The result of it 
is, we never saw a more earnest spirit 
of inquiry than there is in Notting- 
ham, Hucknall, and in fact all over 
the Conference. In those towns we 
name many are investigating the 
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truth, zand the prespeets are that in 
the near future a number will come 
into. the Church. 

We need not here report. the num- 
ber of baptisms, they were recently 


SYesterday we were at Belper, and 
held three very in i i 
which were crowded each time with 


— — At the close of our evenin 
‘mesting a man came forward wit 


tears in his eyes, and gave in his 
name ‘for baptism, saying he could 
not, and feel justified, reject the Gos- 
pel any longer. You can rest assured 
that we feel enco in our labors. 
No chance for the blues to come in, 
for We are too busy with the duties 
of our calling. 

Last Thursday was our fast and 
counsel meeting in Nottingham. All 
the Elders were present, and we had 
a glorious time in speaking to one 
another upon the great latter-day 
work in which we are en 

God bless you, Brother Teasdale, 
2 — with all those in the Office. 

remain, your brother in the Gos- 


Henry 
London, March 8, 1887. 
President George Teasdale: 


“Dear Brother,—We are pleased to 
be able to report favorabl — — the 
condition of the London bon erence, 
on the whole. Saturday, the 6th inst., 
* of the Elders from Utah, who 
labor in this Conference, met in coun- 
sel at this office, recording to previous 
appointment. one manifested a 

spirit and gave expression to his 
ire to do all in his power to advo- 
cate =e Gospel message among the 
people. 
Sunda 7th inst., we held 
the requ monthly priesthood meet- 
ing at North London. The Presidents 
of the Branches and Traveling Elders 


the condition of their Dis- 
and words of counsel and in- 
appropriate to the curcum- 
von. 


atracti 
stances were Many of the 
Saints are in distress, some of them 
out of. employment a greater portion 
of the time, and, consequently,’ lack 
the common necessaries of life. Sev- 
eral of our Elders have to defray the 
greater part their own expences, and 
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it is as much as some of the Presidents 
of Branches can ‘do to collect sufficient 
means to pay hall rents; but an ex- 
cellent good spirit was manifest at our 
meetings, the Lord poured out His 
Spirit upon us, and we felt in 
meeting together. Our coming 

ther on the Saturday previous to the 
priesthood meeting, and discussi 
matters pertaining to the welfare o 
the Conference has a beneficial effect 


upon each, bringing about more unity 
0 t streugthening us in 
— bonds of fellowship and brother 
ove. 


Elder Shipp is having good success 
in getting to deliver leetures 
upon subjects that interest the intelli- 
gent thinking people of the working 
class, which admit also of the truths 
of the Gospel being introduced in the 
lectures. We trust much good will 
result from his labors in that direc- 
tion. It is such a rare occurrance to 

t the opportunity to preach to a 

ouse full of stran that when it 
does occur the Elders feel full of joy- 
ous inspiration and like giants in 


omy realizing as they do that 
they have principles of truth, and of 
life and salvation that will bless man- 


kind if they will but receive them; 
and which are destined to revolution- 
ize the world. This is evidently the 
en Elder Shipp felt last Sunday 
ni when addressing a large room 
well filled with strangers, who with 
fixed attention, eagerly caught every 
| owe that came from the able speak- 
er’s lips. 

I feel pleased and greatful for the 
good, kind, brotherly feeling mani- 
ested towards me by all the brethren 

of the London Conference, and pleased 
with the unity and zeal for the work 
exhibited by them; all seem to realize 
that it is a grand and glorious work, 
and enter into their labors with all 
their strength. 

Elder Long is oe better and 
feeling well in spirits and anxious to 
get to his field of labor. I believe he 
starts from London for Sheffield to- 
morrow. 

Although the Saints are poor, an ex- 
cellent spirit prevails among them, 
and many seem to be taking greater 
interest in the Gospel, and attending 
to their duties more regularly. The 


‘ 
| 
| 
* 
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brethren here all unite with me in) the faithful, I remain your brother in- 
„ regards to you and all at the] the Gospel, 
Enwarp Davis. 


"Praying God to bless you and ll 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 
— — 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


The Edmunds-Tucker bill became a law without the signature of President 
Cleveland. He believed it contained provisions which violated the Consti- 
tution, but did not have the courage to face the popular clamor which his 
veto to the bill would very likely arouse, nor was he willing to affix his sig- 
nature to it. But if the President fails to act on any bill presented to him 
by Congress within ten days, it becomes a law without his signature. In 
this manner he allowed the Edmunds bill to become a law. 

On the 28th of February Bishop Harrison Sperry, of the 4th Ward, Salt 
Lake City, was arraigned before the Third District Court on a charge of 
living with his wives. Being asked for his plea; he said: “If having two. 
honorable, virtuous wives, and living with them, is a crime, I am guilty.” He 
then said he was ready for sentence, and stated that he felt it is his religious 
duty to obey the doctrine of plural marriage. He was an honest man, and 
could not violate his conscience by making the promise required by the court. 
The price demanded for his liberty was too great. He had no feeling toward 
the court and prosecutor, and prayed for his enemies, as the Savior com- 
manded. He could say, Father forgive them, and was willing to abide by 
the law of God, and if it must be, to suffer for it. The full punishment pro- 
vided by the law—six months imprisonment and a fine of '$800—was pro- 
pounced against him. 

The first of March was the eightieth anniversary of the birthday of Wil-- 
ford Woodruff, President of the Twelve Apostles. The Deseret News in 
speaking of this chief apostle, says: “His has been an eventfal as well as 
long life. A just man with a stainless record. He has traversed sea and 
land, and lifted up his voice proclaiming the restoration of the Gospel and 
warning this generation of coming judgments. As a proselyter his success has 
at times been phenomenal, having been the means of bringing a multitude of 
people into the Church. His activity is only equaled by the genuine simpli- 
city of his character. The latter trait is so conspicuous a feature of his com- 
position, that we doubt if Nathaniel of old were more frank and free from 
guile than Brother Woodruff. The community have reason to be proud of 
such as he, being, in the essence of the term, an honest man. We but echo 
the wish of every Latter-day Saint when we say, may God bless and comfort 
him in his old age.” 

While the Edmunds-Tucker bill was lying before President Cleveland for 
his veto or approval, the Washington Post, under the caption “ Another veto 
needed,” said: 

Close examination of the anti-polygamy bill which recently passed Congress shows 
it to be no anti-polygamy bill at all. The polygamist Mormons were disqualified from 


| 
| 
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voting or holding office or sitting on juries by the anti-polygamy law of 1882, and it has 
never been charged that this object was not accomplished by that law. The bill now 
before the President inflicts no new penalties, nor does it impose any additional disquali- 
fications upon those practicing polygamy. It does, however, undertake to disqualify the 
non-polygamist Mormons by prescribing a test oath as a condition precedent to voting or 
holding office. The bill also gives to the United States marshal and his deputies unusual 
and arbitrary powers over non-offenders; the most startling proposition, however, is that 
which disestablishes the Mormon Church and confiscates its property. This it does in 
the most summary and despotic manner. If Congress can do this with the Mormon 
Church in the Territory of Utah, it can do it with the Catholic Church or any other 
church in the District of Columbia, where it has exclusive jurisdiction. The promuters 
of this bill urge that the country demands the suppression of polygamy. Nobody des- 
putes the statement, but will the disfranchisement of all who believe in the Mormon 
creed, the disestablishment of their church and the confiscation of its property, accom- 
plish the end desired? Will it not rather have the contrary effect? The country certainly 
does not demand such legislation as this. It does not demand that non-polygamous 
Mormons should be punished or that their property should be confiscated; on the contrary 
the Constitution forbids it.” a 

On the 27th of February, Sister Sophia Whitaker Taylor, wife of President 
John Taylor, expired at her residence in the Fourteenth Ward. The deceased 
was born at Blakedown, near Kidderminster, Worcestershire, England, April 
21, 1825, and was consequently nearing the close of her 62nd year. At the 
time the late President Young, President Taylor and other members of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles were in the missionary field in England, in 
1840, she was living with her sister in Liverpool, and those brethren were by 
them huspitably entertained. In that year she embraced the Gospel, and 
from that period to the hour of her death was a consistent and conscientious 
Latter-day Saint. She emigrated to this country at an early day, and was 
married to President John Taylor in 1847, at Winter Quarters, after the ex- 
pulsion of the Saints from Nauvoo. She came to this valley in Pioneer year, 
landing upon the site upon which Salt Lake City now stands, October 2, 
1847. She has four sons and two daughters. Sister Taylor was a most 
estimable woman, modest and unassuming in her nature, her chief interest 
being centered in the proper rearing of her family. Having been with the 
Church in its earlier phases, and having come to this valley before it was 
settled, she necessarily had to endure many privations of a trying nature. 
be bore them all with that Christian fortitude which was a leading feature 
of her character. No matter what were the circumstances of her experience 
in battling, in unison with her respected husband, with the difficulties inci- 
dent to the development of a new country, no murmur of complaint ever 
escaped from her lips. Her dying hours were not solaced by the presence of 
her husband, the latter being under the ban of a mistaken and cruel policy 
which deprives him of the exercise of his liberty and drives him into exile, 
but her friends have the comforting assurance that she has gone to a sphere 
where she will enjoy the undisturbed peace which is the heritage of the 
righteous when freed from the toils of mortality. The funeral services took 
place on the Ist of March in the Fourteenth Ward Assembly Rooms. 

The following is what Utah’s Delegate to Congress—Hon. John T. Caine 
—said to a reporter of the Mail and Express on the Edmunds-Tucker bill: 
“ The Edmunds-Tucker bill is nut what the ring (the anti-‘ Mormons’ of Utah 
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expected it would be. The conferees of both houses took out many of the 
provisions the ring counted upon to turn the Territory over to the minority. 
It is a bad bill, very bad, any way, but it will not kill the ‘Mormon’ religion. 
Is it not contemptible for an American citizen to have to march up to the 
polls and answer all the questions in the test oath before he can vote? The 
newspapers have a wrong impression about the test oath in the bill. The 
oath simply says that the suffragist shall not aid or abet, counsel or advise 
any person in the practice of bigamy or polygamy, and to uphold the Ed- 
munds bill. It says nothing about belief. We have aright to believe in our 
Church—a right guaranteed by the Constitution. But there is a clause also 
in the oath that may effect some of the minority. Senator Ingalls stated in 
the Senate that he would not vote for the bill if it affected the belief of the 
‘Mormons.’ We can still attend church, pay tithes, and not violate the oath, 
because, mind you, it says ‘counsel or advise’ any person. I do not know 
how many can take the oath. The women can no longer vote in Utah. They 
never abused their right of suffrage. The male population is 5,000 majority 
in Utah, and yet the Gentiles rave about so many women being ‘ Mormons.’ 
Of course, a great many women want to be ‘Mormons; it gives them a 
chance to follow out biblical instruction. The more ‘Mormon’ Elders that 
are tarred and feathered, the more proselytes they make. It calls attention 
to an Elder’s presence in a neighborhood, and inquiry is made about his reli- 
gion. Why, a‘ Mormon’ preacher who goes through the country and has no 
attention paid to him secures few followers. Persecution brings adherents. 
We intend to stay in Utah. We are Americans, and our Church is the only 
American Church. All the others are imported. We were driven from one 
place to another, and each move gained us additional followers. No, the 
Edmunds-Tucker bill is bad, but the ‘Mormon’ Church will still flourish, and, 
like the Christian Church, gain followers by persecution.” 


A HRO or Humsie Lire.—A touching story comes from Essex. A poor girl who 
died in the Brompton Hospital of Consumption expressed a wish to be buried at Little 
Horkesley, some fifty miles from London. Her mother and stepfather were poor, and 
could not afford to carry out her wish in the ordinary way. 20 the man, though he 
happened to be ill and weak at the time, first made the coffin, and then wheeled the body 
down to its destination on a hand-cart. It took him three days to reach the Eesex vil- 
lage. On the fourth day he saw the girl buried, and her new-made grave decked with 
„flowers from the kitchen garden and the meadow,” and then his task was done. The 
local paper got wind of it, and so the tale of quiet heroism came out. Then, of course, 
Joseph Ball had to be interviewed, and to help to make something for the paper out of a 
deed which, beyond doubt, in the doing of it, he thought the most simple and natural 
thing in the world He took his little boy of ten with him, to give a lift at the hills. On 
the level road the boy had his lift in the hand-eart, with the corpse. At one of the places 
where they stopped, some village Bumble wanted to interfere, on the plea that he was a 
detective. NE have been unworthy 
of Bunyan. We had a bother, and he would have forced open the coffin, bat my 
— — 1 Devil, and he gave me strength 124 with tbe 
man, and put out of the house.” The inspector of police, who 
on the scene, showed more common sense, and, after taking the amateur undertaker’s 
name and address, let him go on his way. The story is a perfect bit of quiet beauty as 


another without knowing anything has done. 0 


maker thought of, we may be sure, was that his walking funeral of fif 
into print. Daily News. 
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